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Healthy Soils are Full of Life 
Youth Poster Contest Winners 
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Eighteen students received awards in 

the 2017 Conservation Poster Contest 

sponsored by the Richland Soil and 

Water Conservation District (RSWCD), 

including 8th Grader Emiya Carolyn 

Gallman of Longleaf Middle School, 

pictured at right with RSWCD 

Commissioner Jeff Laney during the 

awards presentation. Gallman was 

named this yearôs Grand Prize Winner 

for her poster entry, pictured below.   

Student posters addressed the topic 

ñHealthy Soils Are Full of Life,ò 

raising awareness about the importance 

of healthy soils and their uses. Student 

posters represented healthy soils in a 

variety of ways, from colorful cross-

sections of the earth showing soil 

horizons full of earthworms, insects, 

fungi, and other organisms to paintings 

of people, plants, and the earth made 

with soil pigments.  

Winners received cash prizes and were 

recognized at the RSWCDôs Annual 

Awards Banquet in May. Some of the 

winning posters were displayed in the 

Richland County Public Library in May. 

Five entries, including Gallmanôs, will 

progress to the state poster contest 

sponsored by the SC Association of 

Conservation Districts this fall.   

More than ninety students at eight schools 

submitted entries to this yearôs contest, and 

many moreðsome 755 students at 14 

schoolsðlearned about the contest topic 

through interactive presentations conducted 

in classrooms across Richland County.  

ñI think it is imperative that children 

learnéhow a healthy soil translates into 

healthy plants and a healthy environment, 

and how our actions directly impact the 

health of these resources,ò says Richland 

SWCD Commissioner Jeff Laney. ñThey 

say óif you want anything to grow, you have 

to love it.ô Well, we love our children, and 

we love helping them grow their knowledge 

and appreciation for healthy soil and a 

healthy planet through the education 

programs of the Richland SWCD.ò 

The Conservation Poster Contest is an 

annual education program hosted by the 

Richland SWCD with support from the SC 

and National Associations of Conservation 

Districts. For more information about this or 

other conservation education programs, 

contact Chanda Cooper at 

cooperc@rcgov.us. 

 

2017 Richland County 

Conservation Poster Contest Winners 

Emiya Carolyn Gallman, Evan Carl Outlaw,  

Ethan Carl Outlaw, Susie Kohel, Natalee 

Kaufman, Abdulrahman Mohammed Kamil, 

Ella Catherine Gillam, William Taylor Fair, 

Devin J. Gamble, Xavier Lopez, Erin Nicole 

Kohn, Abrianna Nicole McClerklin, Henry 

Windham, Catherine Grace Milburn, Vijay 

Katiah Gottipaty, Taylor Noelle Kohn, 

Jasmine Taina Gonzalez, and Mary Kathryn 

Davidson. 

2017 SC Envirothon 

mailto:cooperc@rcgov.us
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Conservation Cooperators of the Year Announced 

Robert D. Stockman of Cedar Valley Farms (Richland 

County) and Roger L. Ross of R&G Enterprises (Kershaw 

County) have been named 2017 Conservation Cooperators 

of the Year by the RSWCD. Both farmers have partnered 

with the RSWCD to protect and improve water quality in 

the Twenty-five Mile Creek Watershed by implementing 

conservation plans and installing best management 

practices (BMPs) on their cattle farms. 

 

Stockman is a third generation Tookiedoo farmer who 

manages a herd of 150 Black Angus cows on 850 acres.  

Previously, these cattle were watering in Flat Branch Creek 

and four ponds.  With support from the Twenty-five Mile 

Creek Watershed project, Stockman constructed more than 

three miles of fencing to restrict the cowsô access to surface 

water, then installed more than a mile of pipeline and 10 

troughs for livestock wateringðno small task. 

 

Ross grew up on a farm in the Tookiedoo community near 

Elgin and still works his familyôs land.  Originally, 

livestock on his farm were watering in two ponds and a 

spring head.  With support from the Twenty-five Mile 

Creek Watershed project, Ross has constructed fencing 

around the ponds and wetlands to prevent livestock access 

and installed water pipelines and four water troughs to 

provide alternate water sources for his herd.   

 

These BMPs will protect pond- and stream-banks from 

erosion and compaction, reduce the introduction of animal 

wastes to surface waters, and promote healthier pastures.  

Ultimately, these benefits should improve water quality in 

the Twenty-five Mile Creek Watershed, which includes 

portions of Blythewood, Pontiac, Elgin, and Lugoff.  The 

Watershed is a conservation priority area because Twenty-

five Mile Creek has been found by the SC Department of 

Health and Environmental Control to experience 

periodically elevated bacteria levels and macro-invertebrate 

community impairments.   

 

To address these issues, Richland, Kershaw, and Fairfield 

Counties and the Richland and Kershaw SWCDs 

coordinated funding from a Section 319 Grant and other 

sources to cover up to 70% of the cost of approved 

conservation practices on agricultural lands in the 

watershed.   Since then, RSWCD Conservation Technician 

Mike Newman has worked with landowners to develop and 

implement eight conservation plans at six farms in the 

watershed.  At the end of the three-year project later this 

year, landowners will have installed nearly six miles of 

fencing, six miles of water lines, and 28 alternate water 

sources to keep livestock out of surface waters and improve 

grazing management.  

 

ñThis [Twenty-five Mile Creek Watershed Program] has 

been successful because of people like Bobby Stockman 

and Roger Ross,ò says RSWCD Chairman Kenny Mullis.  

ñThese farmers were willing to do things differently, to 

voluntarily spend their time and their money to make 

changes to their operations that will ultimately benefit the 

environment.  We appreciate their partnership and want to 

applaud their efforts.ò 

 

Both farmers were recognized at the RSWCD Annual 

Awards Banquet and a recent meeting of the Richland 

County Cattlemenôs Association.  For more information 

about the Twenty-five Mile Creek Watershed Water 

Quality Improvement Program, contact Chanda Cooper at 

cooperc@rcgov.us.  

Robert D. Stockman (second from left) and Roger L. Ross (second from right) have been named RSWCDôs 2017 

Cooperators of the Year.  Both producers operate cattle farms near Elgin, SC, and have worked with the RSWCD to 

develop and implement conservation plans to protect water quality in the Twenty-five Mile Creek Watershed.  Their 

awards were presented by RSWCD Chairman Kenny Mullis (left and right).   

mailto:cooperc@rcgov.us
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Partnerships: City Roots Farm and CFSA 

In June, the RSWCD 

board met at City Roots 

Farm for a picnic and 

farm tour led by City 

Roots Co-Owner and 

Manager Eric McClam.  

City Roots is an urban 

organic farm located near 

Owens Field Park and the 

Jim-Hamilton Airport in 

the Rosewood neighborhood of Columbia. The farm 

produces dozens of products, including organic 

microgreens, mushrooms, a wide variety of fruits and 

vegetables, and cut flowers. Commissioners, staff, and 

guests explored the farmôs high tunnels, greenhouses, 

fields, composting area, solar array, farm kitchen, coolbot 

storage unit, and other preparation and production areas 

while McClam shared the farmôs story and spoke about the 

many partnerships that have contributed to City Rootsôs 

growth and success.   

 

After the tour, Carolina Farm Stewardship Association 

(CFSA) SC Policy Coordinator Katie Welborn spoke to 

commissioners about CFSAôs programs and the services 

CFSA provides to local farmers.  Recently, CFSA 

partnered with City Roots, Clemson, 

and the RSWCD to host an 

ñUnderstanding, Building, and 

Maintaining Soil Health Workshop.ò  

More than 30 people attended the 

event to learn more about soil health 

and soil management.  In addition to 

educational programming, CFSA also 

provides on-farm consulting services 

for high tunnels, organic certification, 

conservation activity plans, good 

agricultural practices, and farm and 

food business development.  To learn 

more about these and other services, 

visit www.carolinafarmstewards.org.   

 

The RSWCD board meets on the second Monday of most 

months and meetings are open to the public.  Details about 

these meetings and meeting agendas are available online at 

www.rcgov.us/rswcd.   

Financial Assistance Available for 
Septic Repair in the Twenty-five 

Mile Creek Watershed 

Funds are available to help pay for approved septic repairs/replacements for 

failing systems in the Twenty-five Mile Creek Watershed to improve water 

quality.  Symptoms of septic system failure include gurgling toilets, water 

backing up into drains, sinks and toilets draining slowly, damp spots per-

sisting in your yard even during dry weather, lush grass growing in certain 

areas of your yard, and the tell-tale smell of sewage around your home.  

Twenty-five Mile Creek is a tributary of the Wateree River, and its water-

shed includes lands in northeastern Richland, western Kershaw, and south-

ern Fairfield Counties. Much of this area is rural, but the watershed does 

include some urban and suburban areas in and near Blythewood, Pontiac, 

Elgin and Lugoff.  To determine if you live or work in the Twenty-five 

Mile Creek Watershed and learn more about the financial assistance pro-

gram, visit www.rcgov.us/twentyfivemile or call (803) 425-7230.   

http://www.rcgov.us/rswcd

